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ECONOMICALLY

ABSTRACT

Due to the benetfits of bilingual education through cultural,

economic, and pedagogical means, there should be more of
these schools in Indiana. Immersion has been proved to be

the most effective strategy for English-language learners,
and through this immersion, cultural knowledge inherently
increases. Seeing that the demand for bilingualism in the
job market has exponentially increased in the past ten

years, this implementation is crucial for Hoosier citizens.

INTRODUCTION

Bilingual education benefits both Spanish speakers and
non-Spanish speakers in the following ways:

- Increases equity

- Improves future job prospects

- Promotes linguistic and cultural competence

- Has pedagogical benetfits

Percent Hispanic Population by Decade

2000 2010 2020 Category
Hispanic or Latino

Not Hispanic or Latino

3.9% 9.3% 13.2%

96.1% 90.7% 86.8%

Figure 1. The visual representation of the increase of Hispanic-speakers in
Marion County. Bilingual education does not need to lend solely to Hispanic
speakers, but this population needs awareness in Indiana, as they amount for a
decent portion (Purdue Center for Regional Development).

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

At least 50/50 content instruction in
English and partner language

- partner language group has a higher
chance of a better quality of life

bilingualism,

- Increase in equity Rcseiir

competence

- the expectation for student growth

Native
speakers

and achievement stays the same

ONE-WAY IMMERSION

- job openings in California requesting applicants with
bilingual skills almost doubled from 2010 to 2020

- the increase of the Hispanic-speaking population in
Indiana is monumentally rising

- emphasizing the pertinence in Indiana

- retention of the second language is upheld more effectively
- supporting the increase of bilingual academic programs in
Indiana for immersion
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Data Source: Emsi Burning Glass Note: 2010 includes Jan 2010 - Jan 2012. 2020 includes Jan 2020 - Jan 2022 to maximize
sample sizes. Analysis: Bay Area Council Economic Institute

PEDAGOGICALLY

“It is incontrovertible that it provides the advantage of

learning another language and possibly the cognitive

benefits of bilingualism. The over-riding conclusion from
the available evidence is that bilingual education is a net
benetfit for all children in the early school years” (Bialstok).
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critical thinking

- elementary aged students are at the best age to retain a
new language
- there are 40 bilingual educational programs in Indiana

CULTURALLY
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CONCLUSIONS

Bilingual education is an irreplaceable tool to:
- enhance the language of students
create a community of immersion & cultural awareness,

- prepare individuals for their future in the job

Figure 2. Types of Bilingual Education Programs
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In Indiana, the demand for bilingual employees will only
increase with the Spanish-speaking population influx, so
bilingual education should be a priority.
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REFLECTION/ FRANCISCAN CONNECTION

Dignity of the Individual is the best connection to this proposal because by
implementing bilingual education, the wellbeing of a person holistically

increases, as they gain awareness, a new language, and tools for their future.




