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om
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U
sing health/research cases, this team

 classroom
 activity 

and “lightning presentation” allow
s students to engage 

and appraise unfam
iliar research, using resources, skills 

and concepts encountered throughout the sem
ester. U

sing 

w
eb-based library resources, each team

 ultim
ately 

discovers how
 a research study, author or concept has 

been a “scoundrel.”

BA
C

K
G

R
O

U
N

D
: The goal of this course is 

to prepare entry level nurses to evaluate 
biom

edical research for incorporation into 
professional practice. Throughout the 
sem

ester the N
SG

 343 N
ursing research 

class receives instruction from
 both the 

nursing professor and the m
edical 

librarian to locate and evaluate m
any 

prim
ary evidence-based resources and 

concepts. Students learn to use library 
resources like PubM

ed, C
IN

A
H

L, 
C

linicalTrials.gov, N
atural Standard, 

U
pToD

ate, Lexicom
p, R

etractionW
atch, 

and Q
uackW

atch. Aw
areness of scientific 

peer review
, bias, critical appraisal, and 

predatory publishing are infused into the 
student inquiry process as they discover, 
investigate and w

rite about their research 
interests.

H
ow

ever, developing inform
ed skepticism

 
is also an aspect of critical thinking. 
Scoundrels D

ay is an advanced class 
exercise, developed and conducted by the 
librarian, in w

hich students receive 
published research papers in class and use 
their resources to determ

ine w
hat is not as 

it claim
s.

Scoundrel C
ase E

xam
ples:

“G
reen Tea Extract and TV

 
doctors –

D
r. O

z” 
•

U
nsupported m

edical advice
•

C
iting sources 

•
C

ritical appraisal
•

R
etractions

“Ileal-lym
phoid-nodular 

hyperplasia”
•

The false vaccination autism
 

study
•

R
etractions

•
B

ias
•

Ethics

“A
 random

ized trial of facilitated 
fam

ily centered rounds”
•

C
ritical appraisal

•
A

pril fools
•

C
iting w

ithout reading
•

Literature pollution

“R
eiki Therapy and N

eutropenic 
Patient”
•

C
onvicted felons

•
Preposterous claim

s of m
ind 

pow
er

•
Predatory publishing

Take a picture to 
view

 the
cases &

 references

Scoundrels D
ay: 

Prom
oting A

ctive L
earning 

in N
ursing R

esearch 
through librarian-presented 
case-based problem

 solving 
challenges
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