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TO THE STUDENTS AT MARIAN COLLEGF:

i you 21l know, Tether Robert Konstanzer is no lenger on the staff at Marian College,
The nurpcse of the following statement is to present the facts, as I know them, and recommend
a course of actien, To begin, Fr, Konstanzer was removed hy Archbishon Schulte who acted in
his ernacity as religious leesder of the Archdiocese, The recason civen for this action is that
Fr, Konstanzer conducted off cammus, proscribed exrmerimentations with the liturgy. Fr. Kon-
stanzer has declined to accept another vosition in this Archdioceses his plans for the im-
mediate future consist of returning to school for doctoral work, The nature of hic long-term
activitiss remains indefinite,

Although, in my thinking, the severity of the penalty imnosed br the Archbishon is neither
reasonable nor comensurate with the offense, there are certain realities we must recognize,

The nriests on ths camvus are seculer priests, "loaned" to the college by the Archbishon and
subject to his authority. Litursgical experimentation is controelled by ecclesiastical law, and
the Archbishop is responsible for its enforcement, So, regardless of our feclings, toward
either the liturgical regtrictions or Fr, Konstanzer's good intentions, he did violate the
"letter" of the law,

There are, however, other details connected with this issue which are separate from the
personalities involved and of legitimate concern to ns, The entire action has bheen taken with
obvious disregard for ths needs of Marizn College, The administraticn here was not consulted
by the Archdiocese nrior to the action nor was it notified after ths action was taken! Come
pounding thig remission is the fact that this is the second such eccurance this semoster, Scon
after this t-rm began, Fr, John Elford was transferred for more pleasant reessons, the change
was made without the administration heing consulted or notified, And, even more distressing to
us is the fact thet in neither instanece has the wvaecancy crested heen filled hy new nersonnel,

The Student Foard feels that the college in teday's sceiety must be given every considera-
tion, The learnine process is & very sericus undertekine and must be recognized as such by all
those involved with it, We do not helieve that actions like the transfers of faculty during
the course of z semester in any wav contrimites to the execellence of our education here at
Marien, We arec justified in demanding that the quality of our eduncatioen not be sacrificed to
Archdiocesan expediency,

In keeping with this eonviction, we have mede our dissztisfaction known to the administra-
tion and Monsignor Riene has roorescnted the cellege to irchdiocesan officials, 1In addition,

I have discussed thc matter with Dr., Guzzettz who it to become orezident of the cellege in
February. He is aware of and understands our displeasure, Moreover, he hac assured me that
he will act immediately to stabilize our mosition thus aveiding such confliets in the future,

I am convinced that Monsignor Riene and Dr, Guzzettw, along with other college officials,
are as anxious ac we are, and in a far hetter nosition to effect changes in the present struc-
ture. I have, therefore, given my word to hoth men that I will do everything in my power to
insure moderate student reaction, Any student action vhich might weaken the ndsitions of these
administrators would be detrimentsl to us as well, I believe that organized vorotest, at this
time, would be quite wrecipitous, serving only to worsen the situation without nessibility of
improving it. Fr. Konstanzer's traznsfer, though intolerable, is irreverscble, We must, there-
fore, direct our efforts toward preventing such action in the future,

The Student Board requests thai students take no action, other than expressions of dissat-
isfaction, at this time, I am well aware of your feelings on this issue and share your desire
to end such nractic~g, The decision not to act has heen a most difficult one and I can only
hope for vour cooneration, Fesentiglly, what T am requesting is a vote of cenfidence in the
Student Board and myself,

Tom Turner
with the (afest news on  locay Student Board Pr nt
archdiwcesan purges , |, — E?i/,ﬁ\,/;l —

The students returned from the holidays to find the faculty deleted of a2 member, a dangerous
member, His dorm rooms were emntied, his shingles taken down ond he, gone, It's almost as we
are told life would be in a totalitsrian state, with the constant fear cf th  purge . But
this is Marian College, Indianzpolisg, Indiana, U.S.A.

A mzn is gone who had succeeded in bringing faculty communication to the students and in
bringing meaning to the lives of some people, His success is not to be measured in worde of
praise but to be witnessed in the people who daily sought him for ecounseling help, the people
who attended his "meaningful" liturgies, the peonle whr ~te with him in the student cafeteria,
the peopnle .ho, . . Theze pecnle, we the students, lrw: lost a friend, Buvt we must remember
that such & men is dangerous for ha preaches 2 creed "contrary" to the esteblighed order, His
new creced is ons of cortemmorery internretction end mesningfulnecs te the teeschines of Christ,
A crecd which gives inadequate orefercnee to ehurch structure, church law, vestmente, . , @
truly danggrous creed,

Yes, Father Kenstanzer was 2 radicel, A radical who tried toc mske this existenece a little
more meaningful to our generation and to himself, A radicel who refused to play the pomnous
geme by 2ll ite £illy rules. But Father's removel cennot destroy the new attitude of Christ-
ianity, the new sttitude of humenism, thst he helned to esteblish here =t Marien, For this,
we thenk yvou Father Bobh,
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