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vaginal epithelial cells under light microscope. C. Clue cells under light microscope.

Methods

We hypothesized that host-derived chemokine expression will correlate with
Nugent (Gram stain species diversity) severity scores obtained from women
with GV colonization.

o VECs grown in KSF

e o GV strains grown on V agar
Vaginaarlisn;rﬁu;an * Both incubated @ 37 Cin 5% CO2 & collected in culture overnight (24-48 hrs) )
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¢ VECs exposed to various clinically isolated strains h
* 10 pL aliquots of GV inoculated into confluent cultures of VECs; uninfected VECs = control
_ * Incubated for 24 hrs = culture medium collected & centrifuged
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Results

Membrane profiling results showed that 23 cytokines and chemokines were
variously upregulated following exposure of VECs to GV, while others are
down-regulated relative to the control. Continued investigation will attempt to
correlate Nugent scores and placement of strains into clades 1-4.
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